


 

 
The Pythagoreans taught that the number three was 
the first true number.  
Three was considered the number of harmony, wisdom 
and understanding. 
 
This symbol is a triad or trinity. It is a symbol of the 
unity of body, mind and spirit. The symbol is of univer-
sal significance - it is found throughout history and all 
over the world. It can be interpreted in many different 
senses:  
 
body/mind/spirit in a circle of synthesis;  
past/present/future enclosed in the ring of eternity;  
thought/word/deed bound in a circle of truth. 
 

The oldest of Indian symbols, Chintamani, the sign of happiness, is composed of this symbol 
and it can be found in the Temple of Heaven in Beijing. It appears in the Three Treasures of 
Tibet; on the breast of the Christ in Memling’s famous painting; on the Madonna of Stras-
bourg; on the shields of the Crusaders and coat of arms of the Templars. It can be seen on 
the blades of the famous Caucasian swords called "Gurda" and on the swords of Japanese 
nobility. 
 
It appears as a symbol in several philosophical systems. It can be discovered on the images 
of Gessar Khan and Rigden Djapo; on the "Tamga" of Timurlane and on the coat of arms of 
the Popes. It can be seen in the works of ancient Spanish painters and of Titian, and on the 
ancient ikon of St. Nicholas in Bari and that of St. Sergius and the Holy Trinity. It appears on 
the coat of arms of the city of Samarkand, on Ethiopian and Coptic antiquities, on the rocks 
of Mongolia, on Tibetan rings, on Buddhist banners, on the breast ornaments of all the Hi-
malayan countries, and on the pottery of the Neolithic age. 
 
The symbol of the triad or trinity has existed over immeasurable time and throughout the 
world. It can be understood as a key to the integrity and interdependence of all existence. 
 
In this number we have quite a new set of phenomena. We come to the first geometrical 
figure. Two straight lines cannot possibly enclose any space, or form a plane figure; neither 
can two plan surfaces form a solid. Three lines are necessary to form a plan figure; and 
three dimensions of length, breadth, and height, are necessary to form a solid. Hence three 
is the symbol of the cube--the simplest form of solid figure.  
 

Three, therefore, stands for that which is solid, real, substantial, complete, and entire. 



 Pythagoras calls three the perfect number, expressive of “beginning, middle, 

and end,” wherefore he makes it a symbol of Deity. The world was supposed 
to be under the rule of three gods, viz. Jupiter (heaven), Neptune (sea), and 

Pluto (Hades).  
 Jove is represented with three-forked lightning, Neptune with a trident, and 

Pluto with a three-headed dog. The Fates are three, the Furies three, the 
Graces three, the Harpies three, the Sibylline books three; the fountain from 

which Hylas drew water was presided over by three nymphs, and the Muses 
were three times three; the pythoness sat on a tripod.  

 Man is three-fold (body, soul, and spirit); the world is three-fold (earth, sea, 
and air); the enemies of man are three-fold (the world, the flesh, and the 

devil); the Christian graces are threefold (Faith, Hope, and Charity); the king-
doms of Nature are threefold (mineral, vegetable, and animal).   

 Three persons, in grammar, express and include all the relationships of man-
kind. 

 Thought, word, and deed, complete the sum of human capability. 

 Three Primary Colors - using the three primary colors all other colors can be 
produced, including white.  There are also three secondary colors, and three 

tertiary colors. 
 The surface of the earth - is one-third land, two-thirds water. 

 There are three phases to the moon.  
 In ice hockey, a game consists of three periods of twenty minutes each. 

 A hat-trick is three goals in one game.   
 Three is the third whole number excluding zero. 

 Three is the sum of the first three whole numbers. 
 In the first three numbers (0, 1, 2) all of the others are synthesized. 

 From the union of oneness and duality (which is its reflection), that is, from 
triad, proceed all of the other numbers, and from this primordial triangle all 

figures derive. 
 DNA has a triplet codon system.  Human chromosomes can present trisomy. 

We are hard-wired for the number three. 

 One of the mysteries of Freemasonry is the incessant occurrence of the num-
ber three. From the very first step in Masonry (Three Distinct Knocks at the 

door) to the three-step gesture offered three times at a grave by two men 
and a third.  The number three is scattered throughout Freemasonry. 

 The three keys of music:  Do, Fa, and Sol are the three most important notes 
in music 

 There are three divine principles: light, heat, and life. 
 Three laws of motion by Sir Isaac Newton, three thermodynamic laws, and 

three dimensions. 
 Three types of memory:  sensory, short-term, and long-term. 

 The quest for greater unity and truth is achieved by the famous dialectic, pos-
iting something (thesis), denying it (antithesis), and combining the two half-
truths (synthesis) which contains a greater portion of truth in its complexity.  

 The three pillars of Zen:  Teaching, Practice, and Enlightenment. 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

THE MATHEMATICS OF MARRIAGE 
 
Marriage comes in Three varieties: the singular marriage, the two-
some marriage, and the three-dimensional marriage. 
 
In a singular marriage, one partner is completely consumed by the dominant 
other, as he or she cedes his or her will and identity to serve the other's will 
and identity. Two have joined to become one, yet theirs is not so much a union 
as an annihilation: either one abnegates one's own understanding, feelings and 
very self to the others, or one's ego swallows up the other's mind, heart and 
very being. 
 
In the twosome marriage, each partner preserves his or her distinction as an 
individual. They share thoughts, feelings and resources, and deeply affect and 
are affected by each other; but each does so on his own terms, assimilating 
the marital bond as part of his own experience and identity. This is not a union, 
but rather a relationship between individuals. 
 
Then there is marriage in its true and ultimate sense: a marriage in which two 
individuals collaborate in the creation of a third reality which encompasses and 
suffuses them both, while preserving their differences as the very dynamics of 
their union. A true marriage houses not a single, all-negating being, nor two 
distinct beings, but a threesome that is the essence of unity: the individual 
selves of the marriage partners, and the marriage itself--the third element 
within whose context their two beings unite into a harmonious whole. 
 
 

  


